Create path for backyard adventure
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sodbvious where it is going.”

Making's of a path

Both landscape
professionals say the fivst
thing hemeowners must do
iz come up with a design that
addresses basie questions:
How will the vard be used?
Is there a need for separate
spaces for- children to play,
anfmals to run, cooking and
cntertaining? What are the
privacy and shade needs?

Fepardless if the vard is
Brarre and avwaiting planting
or i it already has many
of the landscape elements
desived, the next thing to
decide iz how to best link
these elements with a path,
and what kind of path you
want. The mast commaon
choices inchnde sand, crusher
s, pea gravel, stepping
stomes, interlocking pavors
and flagstone,

First, outline the path
with a warden hose or with
spray paint before beginning
excavation, Regardless of
tha type of material to be
used in the path, digdown a
minimum of three inches. Be
mindiul of where and how
water drains through the
vard and fry to avold routing
the path through areas
whers water pools,

If a clean ling is desired
to separate the path from
abutting ground materials,
this is the time to hamimer
in steel landscape edging,
which Thompson and
Steidlmayer prefer to plastic
edging. Steel edging is four
inches wide so it will have
to be dug in a bit 3o that the
top of the edging is even
with or just barely above the
. top of the path. If too much
edging profrudes it can bean
obstacle to walkers.

Steel landscape edging
comes in B-fuutﬁugl_ghs and
retails for about $10. Brick
edging is also available. It
wvartes in price from 70 cents
1o 52,25 for 12- 00 18-inch
lemgths that are from 34
inches 10§ inches tall,

This is alse the stage to
put down weed fabric if
desired. Three inches of fill
material by itself is often
encugh to impeda the growth
of most weeds into the path.
Asexira insurance, wead
fabric can be latd down and
pinned firmly into place
with specially designed
“staples.” Weed fabric isa
woven material that allows
water and air to percolate
into the seil, but prevents
weeds firom growing

.through, Impermeable black
landscape fabric should
never be used because it
traps water and heat, doesn't
accomimodate air Now and
has a tendency to work its
way to the surface over time,
says Thompson.

‘General purposs landscape
fabric costs about £10 for
a 3-foot by 50-foot rell. A
package of landscape fabric

ping alag coats abouot $10.

Getting aven

Aone-inch base course of
sand should be put down if
the medinm for the path is
stepping stones, pavers or
flagstone. That allows some
“wiggle room” so variations
in thickness of the stones
can be aqualized by working
the stanes into the sand 5o
the tops are all level, This
is especially important
with flagstone, which can
have a noticeable difference
in thickness from piece fo
phece. Likewlse, sand can be
added beneath particularly
thin portions of a piece of
flagstone to raise it or add
additional support.

Stepping stones and pavers
are available in a varlety
of cobors and sizes, and
depending on where they
are purchased can range
b price from 50 Cents to 59
each. Flagstone can also

be quite pricey. Depending
on the thickness, color,
general guality and shipping
distance from quarry to
retailer, expect o pay $450 to
300 for a 2-lon pallet,

Onee the stones are in
place, the surreunding
pathway areas can be filled
in with sand, crusher fine,
three-quarter-inch “pea™
gravel or mulch.

* When the medinm is solely
erusher fine, Thompson and
Steidlmayer recommend
adding one inch at a
time, wetting it down and
compacting it with a sod
roller, then repeating the
proeess untll the path is
filled to the desired height.

They don't recommend
using a sod roller to compact
3 path that contains stepping
enes, pavers or flagstone, -
The weight of the reller can
w@use them to pop out or
aack,

' Be awate, cantions
Thompson, that orgamnic

GOURTESY ARY STEIGLMAYER
A garden path at a Northead Helghts home leads to an outdoor flraplaca and sitting ares.

mulghes like bark or petcan
shells tend to he lighter in
welght and can get scatterad
with a strong wind. Shredded
ruber mulehes are heavier
biat also more cxpensive,

In genecal, mic
mulches amd a limited
munber of rock and gravel
mulches are available feom
home improsement Stores
and nurseries in individiad -
bags containing i- to -5 cubic
feet of material. For smaller
parden path projects, that
may be sufficlent. Forlarger
prejects requiring greater
amounts of materdal, it will
likely be more cconomical
to purchase from lecal stone
and landseape cuthels that
sell mulches and gravels by
the cuhie yard.



