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COURTESY SUT Twill STUDD

This yord design from Red Twig Studio is pet irendly. Ft b & secore parimater wall, grass, smooth pebbles, low walls to play on and bekind, . water fealure
for a quick sip and plenty of roes to remp.

By Back NATHANSON
Foursal Stafl Wriler

f youa couldd see your vard

through the eves of vour

dog, woald your tail be

WREELNET [§ the yard

visaally pleasing? Is it an
imviting physical space for playing
and relaxing?

Thst canine perspective
|5 fmyportant for peopis
comtereplating o new or revissd
landscape design, says Amy
Seeddlmayer, a landscape
architect with Red Twig Studio in
Alisyorrque,

“If wo have a dog, then vou're
probably an animal lover and
Fou want your pet to get as mach
exjoyment from the yard &z you
do,” she says. “The lives of most
dogs revalve around the home

cistEide as well as inside
Conseguently. the quality of a
pet's 1ife can be enhanced =il the
catdr snvironmment provides &
place to run and relax, shads from
the sun, warmth from the cold
and different textures and smells

FRIENDLY

Learning a few new tricks treats
you, your dog to a welcoming yard

Sor themn 1o explore and keep them
Interested.”

Steldlmuyer sstimates that 73
percent of her cilents ke dog
owners and most of them “want i
some kind of accommodation™
o thedr pooches, particularh
a patzh of lawn, & dog run,
pland material that stands up to
tramping, and walls, fences and
gabes io keep thelr animals safe
and secare.

This yard designed by landscaps architect Amy Staldimayer combires hard sur-
faces with pet-Miendly pabble gravel A ground-spouting water feature allows a
el down a5l guick deink &8 Fide runs from grass acea to grass arsa. The yard b

e with B . shade treas and fescoe.

However, Pat Gay, a landscape S, —
architecs with Sites Southmes?, ot Fooed Tvlet
ofers o diffevent pers pective, Studia, dits
noting that "1’ edsler to on a pevch
maintain a landscaps is o meee swing in
pristine condition if you can keep Iher “dog-
the pet area separate from the frieadly™ yard
people ares.” with Bs large

Dhorgs Hlon to rum and dig and sbads tree
are particalarly fosd of soller and artificial
surfaces. "And they must have a el

constant souroe of water, or they
will dig ap veur krrigation.” Gay
s4YE

Decs bearma %o Sty away Insen
cact] and yoces plants, whick are

Sor LEARN on PAGE B3




Learn new tricks to make yard Fido friendly

froes PRUGE I

nute:lnth'dng-!‘luﬂdl:.‘hy
Steldimayer's definition,
bait certainky handy. Woody
plants like chamisa and
Apachi plume will bold up
will in the présenoe of an
active animal, he says.

Crusher fines and bark
mitlehed are easy on their
paws and easy to chean from
dog waste, Ornamesial
grasses such as blue grama,
buiTalo grass, side cais
prama and Indian rice
grass, are gxiremely hardy
A “dogs ke 1o [ down in
them and skeep.™

Diogs are also quite fond
of Mower and vegetakle
beds, Gay warns. “They're
mttrecied to porting soil and
manue and maist earth, &
if you have a radsed planter
or cne that's fenced off, i1
mlght hive a chanos, bt
beds that ane open and at
ground leved will likely got
BOET R

Here are soms things
e consdder when looking
o create a dog-friendly
Inpdscaps, and which are
eagy enough to medify o
accommodate the level of
yard inberaction you want
with an active animal

ACCESS: Steddlmayer
recommends that & doggle
il b Emstalled fo albow
& pet to comee and go as it
pleases between s indoor
ard oubdoar environments,
especially important if food
arel water are kipd salely in
ane place or the other, *This
Elves the dog. as well as the
:ru:m‘ru.-rl.rrm!'rredum.'

SRS

DOG HOUSE: 1f installation
ol a doggie door is not
possibie and ihe pet has
16 b udside for howirs
a time, then a dog house
of sonse sort oughit to ke
available, Steidlmayer says.
“Pets need protection from
rain, snow, beat, cold ar
wind, and the dog shelter
should be sturdy and stabie.
A dog kouse with nice
dresign elements can even
serve as & visual focal point
i the yard.”

PERIMETER SECLURITY:
Thee vard should be

DOUSTLSY BED TWHE BTUDHD

A large plece of metal yard art makss no bones about this
Fred Twlg-desigaod yard Boing dog friendly.

containad by walls, fencos
and gates 1hat are m:h“m
enouagh to prevent pet
from jumping over, sunk
deap enough 1o diseourage
tunneling, and, if necessary,
o separate the pet from
“poople only” spaces. Walls
andl fences can be planted
with appropriate vines and
plant material for sdded
palor, texture and interest,
Flants such as hopeysuckle,
trumpet vine and limbing
roses, lke Lady Banks, can
work well. These can be dug
i on the opposite sde of the
wall and allowed o climb
and hang over as they grow.

Be oware, Steidlmayer
says, that dogs can be
fterritorial, and most are
attracted fo sounds, odors
or things they ses on the
other gide of the wall or
fence. Dogs will run hack
HJ'TD!'IH'IH along the thE:II:'H'I'
or jump up on it as €
explore, g0 it's advisabies
o leave spaos along the
barrier for the animal
ﬁm?.mdhamﬂumu

antings that gt
trampled and likely not
SUrVive,

06 RUN: [deally, o dog
run is an ares large snoagh
ﬁ::dI:f.:IﬂE lu_:.;‘:lu.ﬂ.'ll_h' Cun
il . Sbeidlmayer says.
Dui:uhmmn:uun1m -
area, ar specific portions
it, o thelr bathroom, That
means the groundeover
of the dog run should be a
mnaterial that ks easy on a

dog’s paws and easy for the
P oresr bo elean.

Expect to relfresh the
groundeover by ndding
niw material regulary
L1+] far the loss
of fecal-contaminated -
material that pets shovelasd
imto the trash during
Cheumg. y

Landscape weed fabric
nied not be nsed as a liner
bemeath the grourdcover
off Thee dog run. Larger,
more active dogs can
inmdwertently pull i1 to
the surface while running
and playing, she says.
Further, a wesd barrier
& unnecessary because .
groundcover that ks nyered
ﬂ nghmml m ihiek

ersmagh to miost
wead growth,

Homeowners oflen create
A dog run on the side of the
e, usnally a fenced off
rectangalar space not fally
visible from the front or
back yards. Steldimayer.
Towever, frequently

abes the dog run

Into the overall deskgn
al the m;ﬂm
vary t a mare
pleasing visual aesthetic.

“Diog runs can ke
interesting. They don't have
i b fhdden o tuscioed ot off
sight,” she says. Neither do

Appropriate
plants

A dog-reedly yard should
inchudd plants 1he ar
hardy &nd approphiato
fios o spacilic cimade
A ol conditicns,
andd can bounoe back

o I Rreemipbed o By B0
auciled candos, The list is

Rrasses
grass, Fosrster grass and
mond Brass.,

they have to be physically
peparated by fences, she
notes. Delineating the
space can b accomplished
by sereening with shrubs
such as photinia, curl
heal monuntain mahogany,
Spanish broom or bambaoo.
GRASS: Many peaple
want thedr pet-friendly
|l acaps b inchinde &
grassy area for bounging,
playing or just greening-
up the vard, Anmm ¢
Erigsy areas, too,
im thix heent of the summer
whin the grass is oool bo
ke on apd ks shaded by
overhead branches. Grassy
areas are soft oo their paws

lndparfmi‘urﬂmingl

Uuluiﬂthu'l'lwmhud
dogs will also use the Aras
when nature calls, Grass
can be difficult to grow amd
malmtaln in MNew Moxico,
by dog urine and feces.
EEHMU“&H“M

Erassos fescue
E:ﬂpl:gkhhndﬂtmdhl‘mm

BT, bﬂtl]mi}'u'
Far.'-llmlmrmhudchd
up datly and the grass,

especially In the arsas
where the relbrves fsell,
should be afT todilude
contaminants and Mush
thom below the root zone.

An abernative to grass
s artificial turd, "It's
awesmmi,” she says,
Cleaning it 1s just a matier
of removing solid waste and
hslng down the surlaoe,
uuﬂpm nil

and never
develops yellow spots from
urine or insects. 1t is
expensive, and beeause it's 2
plastic-based product it can
eat up in the sun, making
shade more important in
that area.”

PATHE AND FEATURES:
Additional interest can be
created with a
Tioot path made from
hardscape materials

like crusher fine or ;pnbhhl.
Stebdlmayer suys.
il peioty
ng space

s ok AT mar art s

art
crextes shado for a pet to
li fn, o b0 & Water Saarire,

wwner can walk through
o ool off an hot sumiper
days.
Equally i it

¥ im b
knowing which plants are
e hardlest anid most waber
wise for our environment,
15 knowing which plants
Ao poteptially dangerous
to Obvious

Sinkd m'a.rnm'm

- and yooca plants are not

dog-friendly becanse of

their neadles or spimes.
Other plants are less

obwiously a bad cholee

because they may have
attractive berries or




